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Is the granite on our kitchen counters from 15 years ago? If so, consider those 
items to be on the list.
 A great way to see what you seek is to peruse some of the Open Houses 
this next weekend. Ask yourself if you can see what has been updated versus 
what has not. Practice looking diff erently, at diff erent price points.
 Look and take note of tile. Look and take note of light fi xtures and fi nish-
es. Look and take note of carpets. Th en, go back to your own home and try to 
identify some of the items in your own home that need to be updated.
 Th e fi rst two things to consider which make, in my professional opinion, 
the biggest diff erence: 
 1) Wall texture and color. Are your walls in need of a “skim coat”? Perhaps 
you’ve never even noticed your wall texture before. Once you start to ob-
serve, you’ll become a resident expert and start to see how wall texture greatly 
aff ects the style of a space. Paint can cover a multitude of design sins, but it 
cannot ever make up for a dated texture.
 Aft er you get the texture right, paint. Colors do more than trend, as paint 
has come a long way in the past 10 years. Th e change in color is just the start. 
With bett er quality, you can update the inside of your home quickly.
 I always recommend professional painters, as it is a true skill set. If you are 
budget conscious in this area, you may be able to help with some of the prep 
or furniture moving, but please leave the painting to the ones who do it 40-
plus hours a week.
 When we remodeled our home 10 years ago, we opted for a smooth tex-
ture everywhere except in the living and dining room, which we covered in 
a heavy antique texture. In our current spring clean, we had the entire area 
changed to a beautiful smooth coat. Th e new paint sings on the walls. I feel 
happy every time I walk in!
 What rooms will you change?
 Most painting contractors can handle the texture change, and will charge 
by the square foot. Be prepared, it can be messy, but oh so worth it! Look at 
the photos on page D10 to see progress in our home.
 2) Lighting fi xture updates. Th e other area we are updating is lighting fi x-
tures. For a relatively inexpensive amount, you can update your look. Th e 
budget for lighting fi xtures can be $100 to $300 per fi xture on the low end, 
up to $500 or more per fi xture on the medium to high end. Certainly the sky’s 
the limit, but with the advent of Amazon Prime and other shopping sites, we 
can now source many brands online that were off  limits to the consumer just 
fi ve years ago via the design trade.
 Next month we will be tackling the balance of the project and I will share 
photos of our progress again. I allott ed four weeks to complete the entire 
project, and even with the rain, we are right on schedule.
 Granted, this is what I do for a living, but even with careful planning, 
some things can be on back order. My team and I spent one week with a deep 
plan, and had three rooms as contingencies, meaning, if we ran over budget, 
we’d hold off  on those rooms. I will let you know how it goes!
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